
Year Two - Story – The Emperor’s Egg By Martin Jenkins (Find on You Tube)                              
week beginning 27.4.20 

You can use your journal/exercise book we sent home to put any of the activities in here 
Day Phonics Reading Writing Maths Topic  

1 Re-visit: silent 
‘w’  
Read  wrap, 
write, wrestle, 
wriggle, wrinkle, 
wrong  
  
Write the words 
and add sound 
buttons.   
  
Segment and 
spell 
independently in 
journals:    
Yesterday I 
wrote a letter to 
my favourite 
wrestler 
and wrapped it in 
wrinkled paper.  

Read one of your 
phonics / 
home books.  
If you have access 
to the internet there 
are 
free ebooks on   
https://www.oxfordo
wl.co.uk/for-
home/find-a-

book/library-page/  
  
Task:   
Before reading the 
book.  Have a look 
at the front cover 
and the blurb.  Can 
you draw or write a 
prediction?  

Today you are going to 
start thinking about writing 
your own version of The 
Emperor’s Egg!   
Your mother penguin will 
meet a new character when 
she goes to look for food, 
so first of all have a think 
about what animal or fish 
she might meet in the 
Antarctic.   
This video might help   
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=t3StWheKtq8  (3 
mins in).  
  
Choose who you would 
like her to meet, draw it and 
write a list of adjectives to 
describe what it looks like 
and its personality.  

WHITEROSE 
WEEK 2 

SESSION 1 
 

 

Science – Animals and 
their offspring 
(babies).  
In the Emperor’s Egg 
we find out that 
Penguins’ offspring 
(babies) are called 
chicks. What 
other animal do you 
know that gives birth to 
chicks?  
Draw and label 6 or 
more of these animals 
with their babies: 
cow, butterfly,  horse, h
uman, duck, sheep, 
goat, elephant, tiger, 
cat, dog, meerkat, 
camel, dolphin, shark, 
deer, frog, owl and 
pig.  

2 Homophones / 
near 
homophones  
Read: there, 
their, hear, 
here, see, 
sea, quite, quiet, 
one, won  
Practise spelling 
the words both 
ways.   
Segment and 
spell 
independently in 
journals:   
The quiet boy 
could see and 
hear the sea far 
away.  
The girls found 
their coats over 
there.  

Read the same 
book.   
  
Task:  Ask your 
grown-up 3 
questions about the 
book. Make sure 
they show you 
where in the text 
they found the 
answer.  
  
For an extra 
challenge you could 
write your 
questions (don’t 
forget a question 
mark).  

Draw a story map to show 
your very own story. 
Include 4 parts.  
1.    Opening: Female 
leaves her egg behind with 
the male penguin.  
2.    Travels to the ocean 
looking for food.  
3.    Meets another sea 
animal/creature.  
4.    Returns home to meet 
her chick.  
Make sure you add useful 
vocabulary to your map, 
thinking carefully about 
your spellings . Where will 
she meet the creature and 
what happens – do they 
help her or make problems 
for her? How does she get 
back home, do they come 
with her? etc   

WHITEROSE 
WEEK 2 

SESSION 2 
 

 

PSHE – Imagine you’re 
on an island. Draw and 
label what will you 
need to survive for a 
week.   
(Check children include 
essentials: clean water, 
fresh air, food, shelter.  
Have they drawn 
anything you don’t 
need to survive?  
Discuss with your 
child that in our lives 
we may not have 
enough money to buy 
everything we want. 
It’s important we use 
money for things we 
need(essentials) first. If 
there’s money left, we 
can spend it on things 
we want (luxuries). We 
may have to save to 
buy things we want.  

3 Revisit le at the 
end of words.  
Read: table, 
apple, bottle, 
little, 
middle, terrible, p
ossible  
  
Write the words 
and add sound 
buttons.  
  
Segment and 
spell 
independently in 
journals:    

Read the 
same book.   

 

Task:- Challenge 
your grown-up to 
think of 3 questions 
to ask you about 
what you’ve read.  
They must be 
different to the 
questions you 
asked them.  

Write the opening and of 
your story. Remember to 
give your characters names 
and describe how they feel 
when mum leaves.  
  
Make sure you include 
different conjunctions 
(when, as, 
because, and,  but etc).  
Use your phonics and Year 
2 spelling rules to help you 
spell correctly.  
Challenge: include some 
suffix words (-ment, -ness, -
less or –ful).  

WHITEROSE 
WEEK 2 

SESSION 3 

 

Geography/History: L
ook at your work from 
last week. Did you find 
things that were similar 
and different between 
Antarctica and 
Scarbrough? These 
should have 
included physical and 
human features and 
wildlife-animals and 
plants.    
  
Ernest 
Shackleton Read about 
Ernest Shakleton and 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3StWheKtq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3StWheKtq8


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was impossible 
for the little girl to 
eat her apple at 
the table.  

why he is a significant 
man today. If you 
like, look on the 
BBC http://www.bbc.co
.uk/history/historic_figu
res/shackleton_ernest.

shtml  
4 Re-visit Suffix 

- ly  
Read: carefully, 
quietly, badly, an
grily, cheekily, 
happily  
Add the –ly suffix 
to the root 
words:  
Noisy, glad, 
happy, great, 
clumsy, careful  
Segment and 
spell 
independently in 
journals:    
Sam ginned 
cheekily at his 
sister who was 
singing noisily 
and greatly 
annoying their 
parents.  

Read the same 
phonics book.  
Task: Can you 
create a story map 
to sequence the 
main events in the 
story? 

Re-read the opening of 
your story. Check your 
spelling and punctuation 
and make sure you haven’t 
missed any words out!  
 
Then look at the middle of 
your story where mum 
meets another animal. Use 
your story map to help you 
say your sentence out loud 
before you write each one.   
 
Can you use different types 
of sentences in your story? 
E.g. question, 
exclamation, etc. Don’t 
forget to use the correct 
punctuation.   

WHITEROSE 
WEEK 2 

SESSION 4 

 
 

R.E. – Ask children to 
think about questions 
that people might ask a 
person who knows 
everything e.g. 
Christians could ask 
God, some people 
might ask a scientist, 
Muslims could ask 
Allah etc  
Discuss with 
children big questions 
they would like to ask 
this person or God.  
Ask the children to 
draw what they think 
God,Allah, Scientist  ec
tc might look like. Then 
write their questions 
around the picture. 
Which do they think is 
the most important 
question?  

5 Re-visit el at end 
of words  

  
Read: camel, tun
nel, label,  
Squirrel, travel, 
towel, tinsel  
  
Write the words 
and add sound 
buttons.  
  
Segment and 
spell 
independently in 
journals:   
  
You need to put 
a label on a 
parcel before you 
travel to the post 
office.  

Task:   
Retell the story to 
your grown-up in 
the correct order.   
  
If you read an 
information book th
en tell them what 
you have learned 
from it.  
Challenge: write a 
book review. What 
did you like/dislike 
about it. What kind 
of person would 
enjoy reading it? 
Did it remind you of 
other books you’ve 
read?   

Edit the middle of your 
story. Is it exciting? What 
happens between mum and 
the new character? If you 
think you can make 
it better then re-write it 
before you finish the story. 
When you write the end of 
the story think about how 
mum, dad and the new 
chick will be 
feeling. Challenge: Use 
speech marks if the 
characters say anything.  
  
Read your story out loud to 
your grown up. Remember 
to use expression and put 
on different voices for each 
character.  

WHITEROSE 
WEEK 2 

SESSION 5 

 

Art –  
using The Emperor’s 
Egg pictures to help 
you get ideas, design a 
book cover for the 
story you wrote this 
week, or sketch / paint 
some illustrations to go 
with parts of your 
story.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/shackleton_ernest.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/shackleton_ernest.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/shackleton_ernest.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/shackleton_ernest.shtml


 

BBC Link  
Shackleton was an Anglo-Irish Antarctic explorer, 
best known for leading the 'Endurance' 
expedition of 1914-16. 
 

 
Ernest Shackleton 
Ernest Henry Shackleton was born on 15 
February 1874 in County Kildare, Ireland. His 
father was a doctor. The family moved to London 
where Shackleton was educated. Rejecting his 
father's wish that he become a doctor, he joined 
the merchant navy when he was 16 and qualified 
as a master mariner in 1898. He travelled widely 
but was keen to explore the poles. 
In 1901, Shackleton was chosen to go on the 
Antarctic expedition led by British naval officer 
Robert Falcon Scott on the ship 'Discovery'. With 
Scott and one other, Shackleton trekked towards 
the South Pole in extremely difficult conditions, 
getting closer to the Pole than anyone had come 
before. Shackleton became seriously ill and had 



to return home but had gained valuable 
experience. 
Back in Britain, Shackleton spent some time as a 
journalist and was then elected secretary of the 
Scottish Royal Geographical Society. In 1906, he 
unsuccessfully stood for parliament in Dundee. 
In 1908, he returned to the Antarctic as the 
leader of his own expedition, on the ship 
'Nimrod'. During the expedition, his team climbed 
Mount Erebus, made many important scientific 
discoveries and set a record by coming even 
closer to the South Pole than before. He was 
knighted on his return to Britain. 
In 1911, Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen 
reached the South Pole, followed by Scott who 
died on the return journey. In 1914, Shackleton 
made his third trip to the Antarctic with the ship 
'Endurance', planning to cross Antarctica via the 
South Pole. Early in 1915, 'Endurance' became 
trapped in the ice, and ten months later sank. 
Shackleton's crew had already abandoned the 
ship to live on the floating ice. In April 1916, they 
set off in three small boats, eventually reaching 
Elephant Island. Taking five crew members, 
Shackleton went to find help. In a small boat, the 
six men spent 16 days crossing 1,300 km of 
ocean to reach South Georgia and then trekked 



across the island to a whaling station. The 
remaining men from the 'Endurance' were 
rescued in August 1916. Not one member of the 
expedition died. 'South', Shackleton's account of 
the 'Endurance' expedition, was published in 
1919. 
Shackleton's fourth expedition aimed to 
circumnavigate the Antarctic continent but on 5 
January 1922, Shackleton died of a heart attack 
off South Georgia. He was buried on the island. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


